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A FIRST 
LETTER 
FROM 


1 R — 5, Eſq; | 


GenTLEMEN, | * 


s I find upon Inquiry, that very few of 
Br You have ſeen the Letters to Which this 


is an Anſwer; it is neceſſary to inform 
| you, that two Letters have been lately 
printed and addreſſed to you from a Perſon who ſays 

is converſant with the Affairs of Burton's Bank, 


and no Stranger to the intereſted Views and ſcandalous 


Delays of R. R your Agent, 


Tur Author ſeem ald. conſcious that this POT a- 
gainſt me, Is as fallk, as it is bold; and therefore 
' through Shame or Caution, or perhaps both, he thinks 
it prudent to make his Attack under the Diſguiſe of 
X. Z. But by reading the Alphabet backwards you 
will ſee, that the Author ought to have ſubſcribed 
himſelf, as he formerly did, A——m C——95. This 
will appear to you more evident, when I inform you, 
by whom, and in what — thoſe Letters were ' 
made publick. 


Mr. A—mC—1 has long laboured, by prirde 
Inſinuations, and N Aſſertions to calumniate my 
5 A 2 Conduct 
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(4) 
Conduct as your Agent: Upon this, he was called 
upon by me and others, in the News Papers, ſeveral 
Months ago, to point out, to theWatisfaCtion of the 
Publick, the Particulars in which my Conduct was 
blameable. IS BET | 


From this publick Challenge I expected, that if 
any real Accuſation could be made againſt me, it 
would be done in ſome Manner, equally notorious to 
that, in which he was called upon ; eſpecially, as it 
muſt be intended to inform the Bank Creditors, who 

are a very numerous Body. 


Bur inſtead of that, Mr. J, having found ® 
by Experience, the Folly of committing his Works to 
News Papers, Sc. to be publickly expoſed, and pulled 
to Pieces ; has found out a new Method, of publiſh- 
ing on for thoſe whom he is pleaſed to honour with 
his Confidence ; and even to them, it has generally 
been under the expreſs Condition, of not ſhewing 
them to me, or to any of my Friends: And for that 
End, he carries theſe Letters in his Pocket, and when 
he thinks there is no Foe near him, he then ventures 
to produce and give them to thoſe whom he thinks 
worthy of their Peruſal, with a ſolemn Aſſurance, that 
R s can never anſwer them. 


* 


Bur as to the Merit of the Letters; I find on Pe- 
ruſal of them, that Mr. C., in order to pro- 
cure an unreaſonable Compoſition, ſets out upon the 
old Policy of dividing the Creditors, by raiſing Jea- 
louſie, in their Minds againſt their Agent; well know- 
ing, that divide & impera, is the only Method by 

which he can ſucceed : And for that Purpoſe, he is 
reſolved, Right or Mrong, to beſpatter my Character: 
But finding by Experience, that his own Invention 18 
not ſufficient for his Purpoſe, he poorly ſubmits to the 
Neceſſity of calling Scandal and Falſehood from the 
Grave: Fleftere fi nequeo ſuperos, Ancheronta mavebo. 


e 


To 


1 


To this End, Mr. C——23 has recourſe to a Libel 
wrote againſt me ſeveral Years ago by Ofwald Ed- 
warde; which Piece I deſigned to have anſwered when 
it was publiſhed. But as it was then generally known 
byithoſe intereſted, to be a falſe, and ſcandalous Libel, 
and the Author not worth my Notice; I was per- 
ſuaded, that a ſilent — of it, was the beſt 
Treatment it deſerved: However, ſince it is now re- 
vived by Mr. C n, and incorporated with his 
own wiſe and candid Lucubrations; I muſt beg Leave 
to conſider and falſify both, - not only for my own 
Juſtification, but alſo in Preſervation of the Rights of 
theſe for whom I am concerned. 


Tuls Edwards whom J have mentioned, was Book - 
keeper to the Bank for many Years, while it ſubliſted ; 
and for that Reaſon, he was employed by the Credi- 
tors, upon their petitioning for the Act, to prove be- 
fore the Committee of the Houſe of — the 
State of the Bank, from the Death of e mag 
Stoppage of Payment, and he was brought over to 
England to prove ſeveral Matters _ were — 
to be proved there. 


Wurm he was · diſcharged by 5 Truſtees, he ex- 
pected and demanded no leſs than 800 or 1000 J for 
this Service ;- But the Truſtees thought proper to give 
him only 300 J This Difappointment he imagined 
was owing to my depreciating his Merit; in Revenge 
therefore for this ſuppoſed Injury, and being em- 
ployed alſo for the Purpoſe, he wrote a moſt falſe and 
virulent Libel againſt. Me, thereby alledging, that I, 
from ſelf-intereſted Views, had betrayed the common 


Intereſt of the Creditors, by oppoſing a Scheme for a 
moſt reaſonable Compoſition. 


Warn this curious Piece was ready for the Pre ſs 
he ſent it to Me, with an Offer to fuippreſs it if I would 
8 the Ma © what he laid n 
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due to him) this I refuſed, and ſo it made its Ap- 


pearance -in Print. gs 


Mx. Edwards, in order to prove his Allegations . 
againſt me, ſets out with charging Me, with inſatiable 
Avarice, and compares Me to a Horſe-Leach that 
ſacks till it is ready to burſt. Pray attend to his Rea- 


— 


fon for this; Why ſays he, I ſaw upon his Deſk a 
Paper computing the Amount of the Nine- pence 


% per Pound ariſing from the ten Shillings and five 


* Shillings paid to the Bank Creditors, and the A- 


« mount of it was H. 2001 7 6; a good round 
« Sum ! But there muſt be more yet, as many Nine- 
* pences as the remaining five Shillings ſhall pro- 


* duce, and yet there muſt be more ſtill; Yea as 


« much more as he has prevailed upon the Creditors 
« to conſent to, and upon ſuch Conditions, as very 


probably moſt of them know little of. What would 


* he have? Would he have no leſs than wou'd pur- 
« chaſe an Eſtate of 5007. a Year to himſelf and his 
«. heirs for ever ? Sc. Would not any one infer 
from thoſe dark Hints, that I have exacted from the 
Creditors two Shillings in the Pound as a Gratuity - 
for my Services, and that I have procured from them 
ſome improper Securities, for the Payment of that 


No in order to acquit myſelf, of ſuch mean and 


ſcandalous Infnuations, I muſt beg Leave to remind 
you of the Nature and Circumſtances of this Re- 
ward. When the Creditors ſaw they had. fo far ob- 
tained the Benefit of the Act, as the final Decree of 
Lord Hyndbam in December 1737, for C. 86873 11 2 
to be raiſed moietively out of the Eſtates of Henjamin 
Burton and Francis Harriſon with Intereſt until paid, 
which was a Fund towards Payment of what was de- 
creed to be due to them for Principal and Intereſt, 
They thought it proper to conſider of a Method of re- 
warding me for my Care and Pains in bringing their 
Affairs to ſo proſperous an Iſſue, not only at the Ha- 
zard of a conſiderable Part of my own Fortune, but 
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even of my Life: The Creditors therefore in their 
Prudence thought, that inſtead of making themſelves 
| liable to pay any groſs Sum for that Service, it would 
be better to make me a Sharer in their good or bad 
Fortune, by allowing me ſomething, by the way of 
e out of what they might futurely receive. 


ro this End, they Required mg to conſult their 


-Evtmcil. who beſt are of the Nature of my Services, 
in order to get an Opinion from them, of — de- 


ſerved. The Council being conſulted, one of them 


was of Opinion, that 25. 6d. in the Pound was little 
enough for ſuch great Service ; another of them, emi- 
nently diftinguiſhed for his great Merit, and of whoſe 
Moderation and Juftice no Man can doubt (with the 
Concurrence of the Reſt) ſignified by Letter under 
his Hand, that the Agent well deſerved 15. Cd. in the 
Pound fir his Service, and that if he would be con- 


tented with one Shilling in the N he was very 
. I 


Uron a general Meeting of the Creditors, this 
. Letter was put into the Hands of the late Lord Pri- 
mate; and the Creditors then preſent agreed, that I 
deſerved twelve Pence in the Pound, out of the Sums 
decreed to them, for my Services. 


Wuzn this Reſolution was made known to the 
Truſtees; They were pleaſed, purſuant to the Power 
given to them for that purpoſe, to reduce this Reyard 
"FX twelve Pence to nine Pence in the Pound ; which 


is all that I am intitled unto under the Order of the 
Truſtees. | 


Bur the Creditors, not ſatisfied, that what they 
_ thought a reaſonable Reward, ſhould be abridged ; 
when They came to receive the Dividends which 
were ordered to them, did of themſelves voluntarily 
. and under their Hands agree, to give me three 
Peuce in the Pound, to be 2 in Caſe * received 
* Intereſt, 5 

| A 4 - ++ Pais 
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Tus, Gentlemen, is the true Light in which 1 


ſtand obliged to. you bor ns "Reward : But as the 
Manner in * that is roared, no Way relates to 


the Bankers; I am much at a Loſs to find out, with 


what Propriety Mr. Edwards or Mr. C n can 
interfere in this Matter; as I think it no Way relates 
to them: But to aſſign it as a Cauſe why you ſhould 
be called together, can anſwer no End,” "uy that of 


. your being awed or improperly influenced. 


Tux next Article of Accuſation againſt me is; 
that I, for the ſake of the Three-pence in the Pound 
ariſing to me from your Intereſt, defeated a good and 
peaceful Propoſal for a Compoſition made by Mr. 


Burton in the Year 1739. Now that you may be able 


to judge of that Propoſal, and of my Conduct upon 
it, I beg Leave to lay them both before you. 


Bzroxe that Propoſal was made, I was appriſed of 
it; and a certain Perſon of Diftin&ion, well ac- 
quainted with the Nature of it, ſent for me, and told 


me, I was a Man of Buſineſs, and as ſuch, | ought 


and ſhould be well paid. —That he had ſomething of 
ſecrecy to communicate to me, which I muſt be up- 
on Honour not to divulge. In Anſwer, I ſaid, that I 
underſtood what he meant by being well paid That 


I was a Man of Buſineſs, and expected to be paid, 
but that Payment ſhould be on the Exchange. 


* HAT it would be highly improper in me, to re- 


_ ceive any Thing as a Secret from him. For if it 


ſhould chance to come to Light in any other Way, I 
might innocently ſuffer, as ther was 0 great a 


Diſparity between us. 


Trar I was appriſed of a Propoſal intended to he 
made to the Creditors, and that I knew of nothing 
which He could have to communicate to me, but re- 


lative to that intended Propoſal ; and I told him, if 


the other Creditors were fatisfied, I would. give it go 


Oppoſition : Nay, I aſſured him, I would give up 


5004. 


to) 

ity to get honoitably out bf the, 
the 0 * 1 begged; was the Li- 

berty of laying before my Employers, the Creditors, 

an Account of what remained due to them, and of 

the Fund for their Payment; and this I thought w 

be the indiſpenſible Duty of W Man. | 


To dis he was pleaſed to reply with forng Warmth; 
that ſince I did not think proper to comply with the 


Terms He propoſed, He would, eee Upon 
which I bowed and withdrew. . 


Soon after a Propoſal was made by Word of 
Mouth before the Truſtees, upon which I defired it 
might be given in Writing, and upon that a written 


| Propoſal was given into the . in the Words 
following. | 


To the Right Honourable 1 — the Truſtees 


the Relief of the Creditors of ibs ſeveral Banks f 
Burton and F alkiner, * others. 


The PROPOSAL of B 1 . E 


HAT if the Truſtees will 3 


due to the Truſt by the Repreſentatives | of 
Francis Harrifon, Eſq; deceaſed. 


AND aſſign 4 the ſaid 3 
together with a Moiety of all the Outſtanding, Securi- 
ties due to the Bank o* Burton and Haren, and the 
Reſidue of the Effects both real and perſonal of 
Nleſſirs. Burton and: Falbier, cues rh a uy 
Partnerſhip. 


Taar then the faid B——2: 5 — will ay 
the Remainder of the Principal Sum due to the 
ditors of Burton and Falkiner, both publick and mi 
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Ann all the Expences attending the Execution of 
the Truſt by your Honours, dated this 12th Day. of 


February, 1739. . 


_ juſt, as well as impracticable. 


Obſervations upon this Propoſal, to Sow it Was 28550 An- 


. 
Tux Sum then remaining due to the Truſt, 


| and to be raiſed out of Harriſon's Eſtate, 7 


Wuich Sum, when raiſed by the Truſtees, 
they were not to pay to the Creditors, _— 
Right it was; but to B —— B 
And then he would give thereout to the Cre. 
ditors, the Sum of 180990 J. or thereabouts. 
Now could any Man in his Senſes, be 
ſuppoſed capable of giving a greater 'Sum 


cout of his Hands, in order to receive back 


a leſſer Sum of the ſame Money? 


Tux Reſidue of the Outſtanding Securities 


of Burton and Harriſon, was compared to a- j 30000 
mount to 


Tur Propoſer deſires but one Moiety ' of 
thoſe to be transferred to him, thinking that 
he had a Right to the other Moiety. FE 


Tur Reſidue of the Effects, real and per 


onal, of Burton and Falkiner, Was computed br 0008 


at (and upwards) 
Torar of the Fund for the Payment of 


the Bank — to be handed over to ro{630 3000 


B un B 


— B. Ar the Time of ** mis Propedit, all 
Benjamin Burton's unſettled Eſtate, was fold and ap- 
plied towards Payment of his Debts ; notwithſtand- 

| ing which, he then remained indebted to the Credi- 
tors 


tn) 


| "wy N 

tors under Lord Vyndbam's Decree, 25000 l. or 
thereabouts : ſo that if this Propoſal had been ac- 
cepted, his Family would have acquired a much 

larger ſum, than it had paid to the Creditors. 


 Omsxrve, that by this Propoſal, Only the Expences 
of the Truſtees were to be paid; ſo that the Expence 
of the Creditors in paſſing the Act, and in carrying it 
into Execution, was to be born by themfelves ; 
which, when diſcharged, would reduce what they were 
to receive, as neat Money, to about 2's. 6 d. in the 
Pound over and above what they had before received; 
and even that, They would be out of to this Day: 
For. if the Money remaining to be raiſed out of Har- 
riſon's Eſtate for the Creditors, remains ſtill to be 
raiſed ; it cannot be ſuppoſed, that there would have 
been leſs Oppoſition given to B n B—3 up- 
on that Account, than has been given to the Creditors; 
ſo that the Conſequence of accepting that Propofal 
would have been, that the Creditors would have loſt 
their InterMt and Expences, and would have continu- 
ed out of the Compoſition-Money to this Day. 


Bes1Dt this Propoſal was impracticable without the 
Concurrence of every individual Creditor and of Damel 
F. and of the Repreſentatives of Harriſon; for They 
were intereſted in the Partnerſhip Effects; and They 
' would never concur to aſſign them to the Propoſer, 
© without any Conſideration for ſo doing, and yet no 
Notice was taken of them in the Propoſal. 


AnD notwithſtanding that Mr. C u, to ſerve 
his preſent Purpoſe, now calls this a good and peacefid 
Propoſal ; no Body oppoſed it more.warmly.than He, 
when it was made; and particularly the late Patron 
and Director of Mr. C——— z, did on his Behalf, 
ſtrenuouſly inſiſt, as I was informed, that if any Com- 
poſition was to be made, it ought to be in Favour of 
the Eſtate of Hrrriſon, who had left his Eſtate free 
and open for the Benefit of his Creditors ; whereas 


—— —a— —-—— — 


Mr. C 


115 


| Burton had ſecured by a ſittlement a noble 
Effate for his Family, which his Creditors coun not 
come at. 


Bur be this Propoſal juſt or WY ſuch as it 1s 6 1 
eommunicated it to the prineipal Creditors, aer. 
Delay, and prayed them to meet to conſider of it. 


Bur They received it with ſuch Diſaain, that 7 * 
refuſed to meet upon it; and particularly the lare 
Lord Are, with a Mind equal to his Rank, de- 
elared, That as he was one of the Petitioners for the Aft 
be looked upon himſelf as a Truftee for the other C reditors, 
and that whatzver he might be inclinei to do with his own 


Properly, be would never conſent to any T bing, that 


29 injure that of the others. 


Tuus, Gentlemen, have I ſet this Propoſal, and 
my Conduct upon it, in the true Light, with the Rea- 
fans of it's Defeat; and I hope from your candid 
Conſideration, to ſtand acquitted of the Charge of 
Avarice, and of delaying the Execution of the Truft, 


by defeating that Propoſal. 
And becauſe this Propoſal was s not accepted, lam 


accuſed of Ignorance in Accounts Firſt, becauſe 


2 Report was prepared, as it is ſaid, by my Contri- 


vance, which Mr. Edwards could not underſtand ; 
becauſe it was not ſimply Debtor and per Contra Credi- 
tor; and in the next Place, becauſe I charge B. B. 
with as much as I n is charged with, and be- 
cauſe I ſet up B. B's Bond for the Benefit of the Credi- 
tors; I own I do both, and ſhall eyer do fo as long as 

| have the late Lord Chancellor s Decree ts 1 1 
me in ſo doing. | 


As to the Fund for the 8 of the Creditors, 
# himſelf will allow Harriſon's Eſtate 
kufficient to bear it's Burthen ; and asto the Partner- 

_ 82 : | ſhip- 
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ſhip-ſecurities, Mr. C 1 knows well that «Lit 
of them is preparing, by the Truſtees Regiſter, and 
when that Lift is made out, the Creditors will ſes, 
that their Fund is much better than C n would 
have it imagined to be; yet he adviſes the Creditors 
to require me to point out the Particulars of che 
Fund for their Payment, in order toſhew whether I 
have acted with /4gilayce and Candour, or not; this 
is a Way of Reaſoning peculiar to himſelf, He delays 
the Execution of one Part of the Truſt before the 
Truſtees, and Thoſe deriving under Benſamia Burton 
delay the other Part in another Place, and in both 
Caſes am Defendant ; therefore how can the Suffici- 
ency or Inſufficiency of the Fund be the Teſt of my 
Conduct? If I had commenced any Suit (however 
warrantable and juſt) there would be ſome Cauſe of 
charging me with Expence and Delay; therefore Mr. 
C n muſt wear his-own Cap. He then fays, 
whatever Profit may ariſe to me upon theſe Litigation, 
the Creditors or the Repreſentatives of 1 —, can- 
not poſſibly have any; I hope he will allow, the Cre- 
ditors ought to defend their juſt Rights; or would he, 
in the Stile of old canting Edwards, have them to give 
their Cloak and their Coat too? May not H——#'s 
Repreſentatives hope to tire the Creditors by Litiga- 
tions, into ſome unreaſoriable — * And 
may not Mr. C —, by that Means, exonerate his 
real Eſtate from a large Debt? which it now juſtly 
owes, and for which M——fþ H——n was only a 
collateral Security, and at the ſame Time, put 
3500 J. in his Pocket, for exerting ali bis Srrength and 
Power in oppoſing the juſt Demands of the Creditors, 
for theſe 18 Years paſt, and for theſe Conſiderations, ' 


has he not engaged to reduce the Demands of the 


. Creditors againſt H——x's Eſtate, to twelve or fa 
teen thouſand Pounds? Upon what Authority or 


Foundation could He enter into that Engugernens'? I 
am fure not 0. his own ö 
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Bur pray what Profit has ariſen to me, upon Ac- 
count of thoſe Litigations. Before thoſe Litigations 
I received the Money I had actually diſburf- 


ed, and the C. 2001 7 6, mentioned by Edwards on 


Account of my Reward, Which is all I have ever re- 
ceived, and yet Mr. Chriechton charitably ſays, Ve- 
&« ry tolerable Obſervers may very eaſily ſee what Fa- 
«- milies have throve, what have not, ſince the Com- 
«* mencement of this Truſt.” I am ſure if his Fa- 
mily has not throve ſince M- H—— on inherited his 


Brother's Eſtate, it muſt be owing to an old Proverb. 


Bur to follow Mr. C „ who by this Time 
has loſt all Reaſon and Patience and, raves of ex- 
tremely original Originals, and of the Infinity of 
the Articles of the Expences carried down to April 
laſt, and given in by me at that Time. He blames 
me much for attempting to throw the whole Burthen 
of the Expences upon the Eſtate of Harriſon, © Be- 


e cauſe he of all the Bankers was indiſputably. the 


« leaſt Sinner, That I deny, but if he was, Mr. 
C who till very lately pretended to be the Repre- 
ſentative of H —'s real Eſtate, has been indiſputa- 
bly the Author of near two Thirds of the Expences, 
nay I may ſay of the whole, for if he had paid the 
Creditors, the Whole that was due to them, from the 
Eſtate of H, in 1738, when he paid them but 


a Part, Not only the Expences occaſioned by him ſince 


that Time would have been prevented, but I will 
venture to ſay that they would never have been 
plagued with a Chancery Suit, and that one of C— 1's 
Motives for not paying them at that Time, was to 


| give an Opportunity for filing that Bill ; ſurely there- 


re he muſt have rubbed his Forebead often, when 


he communicated thoſe Expences to the Publick. 
Bur in order to ſhew you the Nature and Extra- 


vagance of thoſe Expences, He furniſhes you with 
Abſtra#s containing ' groſs Sums, which is not a 


* 
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fair Method of treating You, as it is an to 

Influence your Minds, by the /5 of the dun 
but I ſhall lay thoſe Expences before you, in ſuch a 

Way, as ſhall ſhew Mr. C——'s Affidavit to be 
founded in Error, and that the ſeveral Articles of 

thoſe Expences are 7eafonable, and neceſſary, and 

that no Part of them ever. did or is to go into my 

Pocket ; But as thoſe Matters would ſwell this Letter 

to too great a Bulk, I reſerve them for the Beginning 

of another with which J deſign ſhortly to trouble 


you. 
. Tam, GxxrIzurx, 
Your moſt faithful 
24th February | 5 5 Ry 
? 1752. - Humble Servant, 


R. R i | 
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